

Dear Joan, 6/8/79 

lour letter of the 5th cans just af "ter I’d dragged a load of winter’s firewood 
up fron -.?hat Idl calls the downhill bach 40* This is one of the two stickiest days of 
the year with the forecast for the hottest* *n ocmhination this means what 1 have com© 
to exult in* a great sweat* I’we changed shirts as often as seven tines a day recently, 
three tines by £ 9*30 today* For a ties this business of acting like an overloaded 
coolies in an eve® done movie scene tiros oe a little so with the sweat to works its 
way out and the minor fatigue X just sit and sweat and think* 

With your letter the only thing in the nail requiring any interest I thought move .. 
because as I read it walking back up the lane I got a combination of vibes about which 
I’m not certain with regard to a reading but aa certain about their ptresanoe* 

So X begin by partial response to your asking how I’m ranking oat and feeling - X 
haven't come to the boasting yet • and with a prelude to what X do not intend to be 
avuncular or at least that only* 

In a sonse X an boasting whoa I report that aj> icy age and with perceptible added 
problems from the arterial blookage(s) X can end X do engage in these physical exertions 
with the tenpaarature near and above 90. I do fool good about what X’^e been able to do 
outside, about getting ready for winter tod the energy crisis and its costs, and when 
cy neighbors tell me that I'm beginning to get the once o vergrown woods looking Him a 
state park* There are annoyances in this* X must change and wear too much clothing and 
spray myself with insect repellents (chiggers axe frightful under the taw-to- torto sup. 
ports I nmt/ear and I’m not supposed to acratohO, uso heavier send higher Oboes and 
than change out of teds aroor when X end a boot of this kind of work* It is a big of 
a drag, but then whoa I’m wearing little and can oool and X eit beck and luxuriate 
in a powerful soaking sweat and I think there! X did it! and I’ll do it again rtocn! 
and X raaembar that this time two years ago X oouldn’t walk the length of the lane and 
back without diasslneso and fatigue, It is all Bo wonderful* 

This ±a intended as eacQuaaaaaoat for you in your crisis, which you' didn't explain 
but appears to be dear, for emotional earthquakes like those over xocik faults have 
aftershocks* Be prepared and be confident that they, too, will pass and you will be the 
same or even better for It, X’a inclined to be, love the latter* 

Thar* have been more than enough crises of too many kinds in my life and I’ve sur- 
vived them and to a large degree guttllninally learned nuoh fron than* ¥e leaden and 
improve from them if we do not duck them and do cope with than, as most of us\ oan and 
you certainly can* \ 

You are for tunate in having an engrossing project that is other than a aeate» of 
forgetting* a woxixtvhtle thing that will keep you busy* \ 

X am a little concerned about two of the things you say about this and if it\ia 
avuncular, please understand the motive* \\ 

Xu 100 hours you must have gathered very such* Then you say of this "so if X deto’t 
have sound judgement about the case now it’s no one’s fault bat my own*" This does no^ 
necessarily follow and its should not be what it can be taken to say, that you axe ur>*\ 
eaay about what you arc doing* v\ 

1 deal with and have been dealing with enormous materials, mads esoxmous as a means 
of obfuscation** 1 1 heve also had experience with pathological liars, aceompliahod ones 
I've interviewed at length yet people who hod important infoxoatlon eodo of which X was 
able to perceive through the vastacso of tin lies* 

In such casco, as with all complicated investigations s that are not almost trans- 
parently clear as well as those that axe quite difficult and unclear or uncertain or 
with clues loading in opposite directions, I have found that tee best course is to sieso 
upon a single clue or fact, if not a certainty then what appears to be roasonablQ and 
central, and bulldog it to death* If teat doesn’t work try another* 



la ■Ktek Utile I know of your case there nao fa?o eontraetory coes* ia.cheelidos' 
apparent openness and the local prosecutor's belief that ho la the nmrdarod. There say 
be cce of wliioh I did not know* Mo. Bruce* s "sceA-c ri rAnal activities*'* 

In any evmt you have a real and a worthwhile cliallangQ and yon could not have 
it at a bettor tine! It will be on your mind while you work oa tho novel* 

I hove been deposing ML agents in tho King FQIA. ease* another tomorrow* They 
are in thoir vacation period so they are spread out and there is no real schedule* 

frm them I have nothing to take m assay for a while* The lecture bureau ie not 
active with me* preferring to book entertainment or the nuts who predominate in the 
fields in which 1 work* I have only one program for the cooing semester so far* in 
^’crvaBbei** So almost any time you are around here will be fin© and we look forward 
to it and to hearing more of your trip to Greece and its yield, 

Naturally I*m pleased to have been In your thoughts and do appreciate it* I'm 
Aif^ pleased to tell you that co for as 1 know the canditionn arc more or lees stable. 
Apparently there was some deterioration at the time I hemorrhaged* which was before 
you were boro* and was off the anti-coagulant for a while* I'm a little mare weary 
when I Gsratan, but that posaeo off with activity that j*nJ» the blood around* I am 
a little less vigorous, so I fay to end usually do got a little more rtet* This is 
not opproacivo end in general I feel fine* She doctor sees ny blood tests every week 
and has had no occasion to want to see me since hat got tho specialist* s consultation 
report about throe months ago* 

lottr letter is a v-ind ore and I appreciate it and your concerns. Thanks* 

1*11 close - with another coping story whose purposes I believe will be obvious* 

Since the recant setback I've been getting dlaey same tinea when 1 bond over* % 
next rvxitpihta- is a bit older and has anginal But ho is a am used to a vigorous life 
and cesrvincod that t e body*c health requires the body's activities. He io about 70, 
is a retired machinist of conservative manner and belief and a widower* Se does not 
want me to do what I shouldn't do* so ho wants to use ry chain saw for no* Last week 
there were aom already foiled trees to be trimmed out and sawed up* ah ho told ne*d 
do that* Bo handled fate aaae like a skilled surgeon does at a scalpel* I’d already trlnmed 
off the branohsa that did not require a aw* so we waked mostly oa long longs. One was 
about 50-60 feet long* full of sap and so straight it rested on the grotnd at all ppints* 
Ms means we had to wise it so th© saw would not go into tho earthy and be dulled or 
ruined, Share was enough wood in that log to require at least 6*6Spteips with a cart to 
gat it near tho bouse after it was cut to length for tho fire* But I was able to lift 
the smaller end, about 10" in diameter, for Ma to slip a block under the log so wo ndtt 
could saw safely - Htw after time* Bach time the blood left my head and I heldmto a 
tree when I straightened up* There were no consequences Mid 1 expected none. Ua faro 
grey panthers got the job and others like it dsns* This morning he told me that we'll 
got hnpie to ■off winter's wood supply noxfc weak* after he returns from a short trip* 

And with tho mu hlgh-off eoicosy fireplace stove I'vo bought I fully aspect to get 
through faje winter without buying much if any fuel o±l*«.*My neighbor copes with his 
angina by stretching the vassals and when. neoeasary poping a nitre, which works like 
magic for Mm* I cope with ay circulatory problems by trying to make all tho parts of 
th© body work and by stretching some vessels* waich are also hardening, and by actually 
forcing oraallor* mcdllary vessels to enlarge. Visibly. For ms varicosity has become 
beautiful. On© never knows what will become beautiful. Anything can* 

Please seouao tlio typos, which meat people cm mat® out, for I rwst got back to 
preparations for tha morning* a depooitiouB* 

Boat wishes and ths best cf good luck— 




25 Elm Ridge Road 
Pennington, NJ 08534 

August 6, 1979 



Dear Harold, 



How incredibly kind of you to send me 
diDoing which 1 had not seen* I m 



to find it, having been first to Athena to interview 
Marios Michaelides, the indicted murderer of Miss 
Bruce, then to London to investigate some of her 
own semi-criminal activities there. I have much 
to tell you and eagerly await our next meeting* 

Right now I have to sift through all the information 
I*ve gathered: in Greece we spent 10 hours a day 
together for 10 days, so if I don’t have sound 
judgment about the case now it's no one 8 fault 
but my own. 

I f ve also gone through a big personal 
crisis at this moment, having changed my entire 
life. Suffice it to say that I am now totally on 
my own, living alone and this was a big change. 

I felt trepidations arriving from the airport 
yesterday to begin this part of my new life. Well, 
this morning it*s 6 a. m. and I m sink ing. and 
organising materials, and paying impossible bills 
that I*ve gotten stuck with. But it s o.k. I 
have this project which is enormously exciting, 
as you know. 

I plan to come to Washington again, 
but not before I finish (still) the blasted changes 
on the novel, finally. This should fill- in -August ,_ 
then 1*11 begin again. 

Now: how are you feeling? You've been 
much in my thoughts and I have been worried about 
you. Is tnt condition stable? I very much hope 
so because yo^beaidea being so dear, are a valuable 
force we very much need. 

Love, 






